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Grace and peace, beloved Bethel Church Family:  

We are entering a new stage in our life together in response to the coronavirus. Let us be mindful 

of the new life promised to us in the resurrection of Jesus, as God orders our steps. To paraphrase 

the words of St. Paul: Now may our God and Father, and the Lord Jesus, direct our way... And 

may the Lord make us increase and abound in love for one another and for all. I Thess. 3:12 

We the Board of Trustees and Stewards have taken this opportunity to share information on how 

the Connectional AME Church, in general, and Bethel AME specifically is moving forward with 

plans to reopen our church physical campus while addressing the safety of our members during 

this terrible epidemic. We anticipate significant changes in our corporate worship services again 

for the foreseeable future. We do not expect the church will reopen before late July or early 

August 2020 as our best-case scenario. Having determined this timeframe is within the realm of 

possibility, substantial work is required to meet this goal. We needed to start working on the 

reopening process immediately because of the amount of work required so we may reopen 

following the necessary guidelines for regathering. 

One of the most important factors we acknowledged as we began our planning, is an 

understanding of the fact many in our Bethel family fall into what is defined as high risk for 

contracting the disease in terms of age and health. Consequently, it is essential to take all 

necessary steps to ensure the safety of our members while maximizing the worship experience. 

Utilizing the information and recommendations provided by numerous health institutions, 

including the CDC, guidelines issued by the State of NC the AME Health Commission, the 

pastor, and officers, we have taken many steps to prepare for the eventual reopening of the 

church. 

The Trustees and Stewards unanimously support the technological upgrades and sanitation 

recommendations of the AME Health Commission to maintain a “contactless” congregation. By 

following such guidelines, we must also adhere to the restrictions defined for gatherings. Given 

the impact of COVID-19 on the African American community nationally, statewide, locally, and 

based on the demographics of our congregation, our eventual reopening must be measured and 

gradual. As much as we would love to reopen immediately, this is not the time to rush 

implementation of the prudent steps which must be in place to allow us to safely gather in person 

once again. Additional considerations which will impact our reopening are matters of supply and 

demand in conjunction with the necessity of upgrading the church’s technology needs and the 

acquisition of resources and supplies we need to properly sanitize the entire church. We have 

encountered major delays acquiring the equipment we need. All public spaces, (including 

churches) demand the same resources. The items have been ordered, however, due to high 



demand and limited availability we are constrained by matters beyond our control and are unable 

to move more expeditiously until mid-July. 

The purpose of this statement is to outline our approach as briefly and concisely as 

possible. Once we reopen, we will continue to offer two services. The 8:00 service will meet 

only in the sanctuary. Due to occupancy restrictions, attendance at the 10:30am service will be 

limited to: 

• A maximum of 54 people including two stewardesses, eight people in the choir loft, 

two persons in the sound booth. The 10:30 service will use both the Sanctuary and 

fellowship hall: 54 people maximum, one stewardess, and up to two ushers. 

•  To ensure social distancing Services will be no longer than 45 mins each. After each 

service, the sanctuary, (and fellowship hall will be sanitized by the ushers, 

stewardesses, and security teams. 

SANITATION 

a. The church has purchased two pieces of equipment along with the chemicals 

required to sanitize the sanctuary and bathrooms before reopening and between 

services. 

b. Mr. McAdoo’s janitorial service is wiping down and sanitizing the pews and 

many other surfaces. 

c. All carpeting will be cleaned and sanitized before reopening.  

d. Hand sanitizing stations have been mounted in 14 locations within the church. 

2) SPACING 

a. Sanctuary: The number of members per pew will be limited as follows: (only 3 

worshippers per pew if you do not live in the same home with the person sitting 

beside you).  Family groups residing in the same household should sit together 

whenever feasible. Every other pew will be empty. The number of people 

allowed into the sanctuary will be limited to 54 (not including the pulpit area, 

stewardesses, sound booth, and the choir loft). 

b. The number of people in the fellowship Hall will be limited to 34. It will be 

set up for two people per table.  

c. Choir loft – Will be limited to no more than 8 people, including the musicians and 

the praise team. Plexiglass barriers are being installed in the choir loft to ensure 

proper distancing between vocalists, musicians, and the clergy. 

d. Pulpit – will be limited to two people. Only the Pastor will sit in the pulpit and use 

the preaching podium; only one associate will serve per Sunday from the side 

podium.  

e. Announcements- will be displayed from the projectors and highlights given by the 

Pastor to ensure limited exposure to droplets produced by voice projections. 

3) LOGISTICS 

a. Entry to the church building will be limited to the two entrances off the rear 

parking lot.  



b. All members will have their temperatures taken (via a handheld infrared 

thermometer). 

c. Worshippers will have to “sign-in” once their temperatures are checked and given 

a number for their assigned seat for that Sunday (this is a requirement for contact-

tracing). 

d. Congregational singing will not be permitted to minimize the spread of droplets 

from the lungs. 

e. Tithes and offerings will be gathered under the instruction from the Pastor, who 

will call each row up one by one to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

f. Masks must always be worn when at church (except for small children and health 

situations where mask-wearing is not feasible). Members should plan to bring 

their own masks. 

g. Entry to the Sanctuary will only be through the side door near the pulpit. 

h. Exiting the sanctuary will only be through the rear doors (facing Regan St.). 

Exceptions may be made for any members needing to use the handicap entrance. 

i. Appropriate signage (concerning handwashing and social distancing) will be 

mounted throughout the church. 

j. Maximum occupancy in the church at one time will be restricted to 125. An usher 

will be at the entrance keeping count. Once we reach our maximum, no one else 

will be allowed to enter. 

k. The Processional of the choir and clergy and liturgical dancers have been 

suspended until further notice. 

l. There will be a new process for Communion in place. Congregants will receive 

their elements in bags when they enter the building; we will take Communion 

together at the designated time during the worship service. No longer will 

members receive Communion from the hand of the clergy. the Elements will be 

pre-consecrated by the Pastor). 

m. Worshippers will no longer be permitted to approach the altar rail for prayer. 

When prayer is needed, the Pastor will ask you to raise your hand where you are; 

when the Invitation to Christian Discipleship is extended, similar protocols will be 

in place. 

4) Technology 

a. Streaming – The streaming program will continue to be available for members 

who are unable to attend service in person. 

b. Sanctuary projectors – Since we will not be able to provide either bulletins, 

Hymnals or Bibles in the church, we will be adding two large electronic 

projectors to the sanctuary to provide our attendees with the information which 

would have been available in the various books. All hymnals and Bibles will be 

removed from the pews and appropriately stored until further notice. 

c. Technology in the fellowship hall will be updated to show the service being 

conducted in the sanctuary. This will include a projector projecting from the 

pulpit to the fellowship hall along with new speakers. 



5) Sunday School – Arrangements are being made to continue the Sunday School 

program within the church by spreading out the various classes around the church 

facility.  The Senior Class remaining in the fellowship hall, the Young Adult Class, 

will move to the Board Room and the Teen/Youth class to the Multi-Purpose Room. 

Each teacher will be asked to re-sanitize the room when students leave. 

6) Communication – Pastor Barrow, the Trustee Board, and the Stewards will be meeting 

with the leaders of various church functions. The plan is to train and advise them on how 

to work within the “New Process.” 

Beloved, these changes are being implemented to maintain the health and safety of our members. 

We acknowledge this reality. They are vastly different from the way we have done things for 

many, many years. However, with everyone’s help, cooperation, much prayer, and with God 

being our helper, we will be able to safely come together again. Stay prayerful and careful, 

prudent, and faithful! 

 

#4theKingdom, 

 

Rev. Dr. Clay L. Barrow, Senior Pastor 

The Board of Trustees 

The Board of Stewards 

 


