
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 16, 2020 
 
For years to come, the 2020 presidential election and other critical elections will determine the course of 
history.  Far beyond anything we could ever imagine, the outcome could possibly create even more devastating 
consequences for people’s lives.  Thus, we must continue the critical work and do everything within our power 
to protect every person’s right to vote. 
  
In solidarity with the State Conference Branches of the North Carolina  NAACP, the Second Episcopal District 
(SED)  of the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church stand to support in its quest to halt implementation 
of Senate Bill 824 (“An Act to Implement the Constitutional Amendment Requiring Photo Identification to Vote”). 
  
As Presiding Bishop of the of the SED,  (AME) Church,  which comprises  AME churches in the states of North 
Carolina,  Maryland,  Virginia, and the District of Columbia (DC), I have a vested interest in social injustices 
which oppress people of color on a daily basis and impact their lives negatively in many areas.   
  
“. . .Inasmuch as SB824 has some elements of the well-known disenfranchising devices which included poll taxes, literacy tests, 
and grandfather clauses, all of which the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was specifically intended to eliminate, we denounce the use 
of Photo Voter ID” (Paragraph 4). 
  
We are up against an administration determined to dismantle decades of hard-won civil rights progress and 
disrupt the lives of citizens by fanning the flames of racial prejudice. It is heartbreaking, maddening, and 
unacceptable.  There has never been a more critical time for the Church to make its voice heard by supporting 
those who are using lawsuits and other forms of legal strategies to challenge the government’s actions and insist 
that the courts demand adherence to the Constitution and the rule of law.  Further, through public pressure, we 
must continually make our voices heard by demanding accountability from those whom we have elected to 
political office. We must be proactive and act NOW regarding suppression efforts that deny people the right to 
vote.  
  
This is a fight of a lifetime.  It will take all of us to win.  A denomination with a long history of fighting for the 
God-given rights of all people, we employ “all hands on deck” in challenging voter suppression laws in North 
Carolina and any other states that discriminate and deny its citizens the right to equal treatment under the law.  
  
We join hands and hearts, and employ Holy Ghost power, in the power of prayer, the power of persuasion, and 
the power of God’s love, to this vital work in halting the implementation of Senate Bill 824 (“An Act to Implement 
the Constitutional Amendment Requiring Photo Identification to Vote”). 
  
  
In the Spirit of Leaving a Kingdom Legacy, I remain, 
  
  
 

James Levert Davis 
Servant Bishop 
 
  

 


